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SAVAGE ELEPHANTS. 


The Narrow Escape of One of Fore- 

| paugh’s Assistants. 

[Fron the Philadelphia Press. } it 

‘Look out, ole man, he's gwine to paw ye!’’ 

The male elephant ‘/Tip’’ was being put 
through his daily instruction yesterday. at 
Forepaugh’s winter quarters, Lehigh avenue -| 
and Edgemont street, when Eph. Thompson, 
the colored keeper, cried out to George Smith, 
a white man, who wus assisting in the tedious f 
task of teaching the huge animal to waltz, A |} 
blinding snow storm without, and a cold 
dreary ` ¡atmosphere . within, had evidently 


affected **Tip’s’’ temper, which is none of the 
kindest,’ even under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances. The warning came too late. 
With a peculiar cry. of rage, the elephant 
lifted his trunk and himbered forward toward 
the assistant, who. sought to flee, but before 
he could move a dozen steps ‘‘Tip’’ had 
pressed him against a wooden post, and by 
sheer weight fractured his shoulder blade. In 
an instant the Colored keeper had seized an 
iron goad, and began prodding the enraged 
animal in the tenderest part of the flank, 
which gave Smith an opportunity to crawl 
away on bis hands and knees, out of reach of 
the enormous foot lifted ready to erush him. 
‘*It was jes’ nip and tuck with bim. I can 
tell you what,’’ said the keeper last night, 
while relating the incident to a Press reporter, 
‘if them air fiye toes kem down on George, 
good-by Liza Jane. Yes, sirree, when an ele- 
phant gets his mad up it’s time to take a walk. 
some of "em are good-natured enough, but 
’mos’ all parse dt once ana while. Tip 
has got a powerful bad temper, ‘cause he’s 
new; never been broken yet, and its a danger- | 


ous job to ‘larn’ an.old elephant new tricks.’’ | 1 
KIND WORDS VERSUS HARD BLOWS. j te 
Fitted by. long experience and thoroughly |] an 
familiar with all the various moods of the cap- || Su 
itive brutes, whose unwieldy proportions are |} th 


the main attractions of every menagerie, the |} la 
keeper was well qualified to give a practical:} ph 
sermon on the elephant, whose intelligenceand |} '€q 
docility have ever been looked upon as synon- | 
omous. -The stalwart attendant admit that 
his charges were wise eyen to reason, but the, 
pleasing illusion that the elephant is as tract-) 
able as the horse or dag, and as easily con-; 
trolled by kind words, he radely shattered,ana 


demonstrated instead that a more wily and | Fi 
wicked anima] is never exhibited beneath a'j ag 
circus tent. Fear alone prevents the slow- į 
moving and clumsily built animal from break- 

ing its bongs and creating hayoc and -d@struc- 1 
tion. : 

“There are twenty-one elephants here,” | — 
continued Eph,‘ ‘eleven females and ten males, | Hu 
Out of the whole lot there may be two, or peri >in 
haps three, with good dispositions. The rest Ce 
can’t be trusted for an instant. This elephant | Ch 
‘Yip,’ which nearly came being the death of | Ch 
young Smith, will allow nobody to approach } C} 
him but Adam Forepaugh, Jr., and myself; | Ot 
He'is always watching for a chance to get a | CP 
smack at somebody with that trunk of his, | £} 
and God help them if they ever fall near his | Ci 
fect. Tip wonld trample thera to death in less | Ci 
time than a cat could lick her hird leg. Mr. | Ci 
Forepaugh can-do anythiag with that elè- | Co 
phant, but astranger, even one of the circus | De 
men, couldn’t get within a foot of him without | D+ 
being killed.’? | Wg 

Talk abont training an elephant with kind | & 
words,’’ continued Thompson, unconscious) il 
yoeritying the story of Djekin Charles Reade’s 
Jack-ot-all-Trades, ‘‘why, that’s all bosb. The | In 
kindest treatment i believe in isa good, sharp | In 
pointed goad, and a steel-lashed whip. Elg- i 
purns are too cute to stand petting. I'd jes | 7 

ike to see anybody try kind words on Tip, or | M, 
Bolivar there., It would tickle either of ‘em | M: 
to death to trample some kind man into jelly. | Mi 
While we were in Washington, during the seg- | Mi 
son of 1879, an under kecper tried that racket | M 
on Topsy, a female elephant. She caught the s 
fellow around the waist when he. wasn't look- | x‘ 
ing, and threw_him ten feet in the air. el Ni 
went to the hospital with a pairof broken arms | 0} 
and atwisted neek. When we went into win- | Pa 
ter quarters last year, Bolivar thought he saw Pe 
a good chance, and aimed a terrible blow at | St 
me with his trunk, and then chased me u ie 
Edgemont street, Catch me? Well, if he had) St. 
wouldnt be talking to you now. | St 

ELEPHANTS WITH BAD TEMPERS. Se 

-Rocks is another bad ane. He’s got s,f Te 
much sense as a man, and kin sling that trunk] Tc 
around like a prizée-fizhter does his fists. Rò- | U! 
mico dnd Mongo, females—I dunno how they W 
came to cail her Romeo—are another bad pair, ' 
although they've been fin the show business | — 
for years. Baso and Jennie are about the only £ 
elephants in the herd that don'tshow pen A we : 
per, but there's ho knowing when they'll) get 
mad and raise old Harry. i 

**You see, the trouble with Tip just now is 
that he is unbroken, and we're teaching him | gp 
to dance to waltz music. He knows what we 
want him to do, but the consarned brute jis |- | 
stubborn, and pas to be licked till he does it. 1 |.Ja 
believe they understand every word. After!a | in 
trick ig once learned it is never forgotten, and T? 
if the animal is given the cue ten years after- 
ward, he’ll go through the performance with- of 
outahiteh.’? s- i | wi 

Theld school-book story of the elephant H 
and the tailor-was then related for Eph’s benie- 
fit, but he smiled ineredulonsly. tr: 

“If that "air tailor stuck a needle in the] co 
trunkof Bolivar,*’ said he, ‘‘thg whole shop - 
would be tore out, tailor, goose, needles and | T° 
all. No. squirting of dirty water for Tip jor | w 
Bolivar. Not much. There would be a riot} ty 
right there and then.’’ r en 

**No, indeed,”’ chimed in Dan Taylor, a vet- | in 
eran canvas man, standing near, ‘‘yon e Ri 
bet your life that a stranger couldn’t go fool- | ur 
ing around that elephant house very much. As | to 
long as I’ve been in the business it would take | Ni 
a good deal to make me get near any of them. | th 
They have a way of steppingon people that I f ar 
don't like.’” | of 

“When an elephant gets mad,’’ resumed | co 
Eph,’ ‘‘he don’t wait long to show it, but bef 
gins to make things lively right away. The ki 
keeper is attacked sometimes, but not so often | Re 
as a stranger, because the animal is. wise i 
enough to know that he’ll catch it pretty | u 
strong. I’ve seen Romeo refuse to budge an | go 
inch until the blood was streaming down her | af 
side, and then didn’t she wantto roll on some- | wi 
body bad? Well, I should say so.. Whenever | sy 
you see the day that elephants\kin be brought | ex 
up to do tricks withont the whip, then they’ re 
be born without trunks or tails.’* | co 
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